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This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1 1-12 (canceled) . 

2 AoJP I 13 . (currently amended) An implantable hearing devi/ce 

^ "^U- ■ / 

0 comprixsing : / 

4 at least one permanent magnet adapted for being ^olidly 

5 attached poaitioncd on a promontory in th& area of 

6 the middle ear; and / 

7 at least one coil adapted for placing in the area of the 

8 middle ear, / 

1 14. (previously preserxted) The hearirig device of claim 

2 13, wherein said coil is adapted for placing in an area of an 

'1 15. (previously presented) The/ hearing device of claim 

2 13, wherein said coil is adapted foryplacing at a tympanic 

3 membrane . / 

1 16. (previously presented) / The hearing device of claim 

2 13, wherein said coil is adapte^ for positioning behind a 

3 tympanic membrane. / 

1 17. (currently amended/ The hearing device of one of 

2 claim 13, wherein said permanent magnet is radially polarized. 

1 18. (previously pre/sented) The hearing device of claim 

2 17, wherein said perman'ent magnet is adapted to be removeably 

3 attached to the promontory. 

1 19. (previously presented) The hearing device of one 



Amendments to the Claims 



Page 3 of 12 



. Appl. No. 09/932,353 
Amdt. Dated July 30, 2003 
Reply to Office action of January 31 , 2003 

2 of claims 13, wherein said permanent: magnet is one of a 

3 circular, oval, square, or rectan^lar design. 

1 20 . (canceled) . 

1 21. (previously presented) The hearing device of oi 

2 of claims 13-16, wherein said permanent magnet is furthe: 

3 adapted to be removeably attached to the promontory. 

1 22. (currently amended) The hearing device of emc of 

2 claims 13, wherein said coil is further adapted tgnc placing in 

3 the middle ear one of a circular or an oval doox^^n . 

1 23 . (previously presented) The hearing device of one 

2 of claims 13-14, wherein said coil extends jLn a plain parallel 

3 to the permanent magnet 

1 24, (previously presented) The tiearing device of one 

2 of claims 13-14, wherein said coil ext^ends in a plain 

3 perpendicular to the permanent magnet/. 

1 25. (previously presented) /The hearing device of one 

2 of claims 13-14, wherein said coil extends in a plain that is 

iDetween 0° and 18 0° relative to /^the magnet. 

/ 




26. (currently amended) /The hearing device of one of 

2 claims 13-16, wherein said p^ermanent magnet is further adapted 

3 to be positioned on the promontory in an adjustable fashion. 

1 27. (previously pre^'ented) The hearing device of claim 

2 26, wherein an air-gap b^'etween said permanent magnet and said 

3 coil can be adjusted post-implantation adjustment of said 

4 magnet . 

1 28. (currently/amended) A method for enhancing auditory 

/ 

/ 
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2 capacity by amplifying a natural movement of a vibrating/ 

3 ossicle tract, said method comprising the steps of 

4 converting an acoustic signal into an electrica^ signal ; 

5 and 

6 converting said electrical signal into a mecl^anical 

7 oscillation of a coil adapted for posi/cioning in a 

8 middle ear, wherein said converting ^aid electrical 

9 signal into said mechanical oscillaT:ion of said coil 

10 utilizes a permanent magnet adapte/d for being 

1 1 positioned solidly attached on a/ promontory , 

1 29. (previously presented) The nfethod of claim 28, 

2 wherein said coil is adapted for placing in an area of an 

3 ossicle chain. 

1 30. (previously presented) The^ hearing device of one of 

2 claims 13-16 for implementing they^ method of claim 29 

3 comprising the steps of: 

4 converting an acoustic sig^^al into an electrical signal; 

5 and 

6 converting said electrici^l signal into a mechanical 

7 oscillation of a coil adapted for positioning in a 

8 middle ear, 

\^ 31. (previously presyfented) The hearing device of claim 26 

ri ^ implementing the a method of claim 29 comprising the steps 

of 

converting an acqdstic signal into an electrical signal; 

5 and 

6 converting said^ electrical signal into a mechanical 

7 oscillation of a coil adapted for positioning in a 

8 middle ear. 

1 32. (previooasly presented) The hearing device of claim 27 
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2 for implementing the a method of claim 29 comprising the ^^teps 

3 of; 

4 converting an acoustic signal into an electri;?€l signal; 

5 and / 

6 converting said electrical signal into a/mechanical 

7 oscillation of a coil adapted f oy^ positioning in a 

8 middle ear< 



1 33. (previously presented) The method of claim 28, 

2 wherein said coil is adapted for placing at the tympanic 

3 membrane • 

1 34. (previously presented) The hearing device of clai/rfi 1^ 

2 ia- for implementing the a method of claim 33 comprising /the 

3 steps of ; 

4 converting an acoustic signal into an electric^ signal; 

5 and 

6 converting said electrical signal into a m^hanical 

7 oscillation of a coil adapted for positioning in a 

8 middle ear. 



1 
2 
3 
4 
5 



for 

of: 



35. (previously presented) The 
implementing the a method of g1( 



ig device of claim 13 
Lm^Q qpmprising the steps 




1 
2 
3 
4 



converting an acoustic signal ynto an electrical signal; 
and 

converting said electrical Signal into a mechanical 

oscillation of a coij/adapted for positioning in a 
middle ear. 

3 6 (new) An implantable hearing device comprising: 
at least one permanent magnet adapted for being removably 

attached to a /promontory in the area of the middle 

ear; and 
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at least one coil adapted for placing in the area of thf 
middle ear for directly transferring sound 
vibrations to a component of the middle ear, 

37 (new) The hearing device of claim 36, whereir/ said 
coil is adapted for placing in an area of an ossic]^ chain. 

38. (new) The hearing device of claim 36, vrfierein said 
coil is adapted for placing at or behind a tymp4nic membrane, 

39. (new) The hearing device of claim 3/6, wherein an air 
gap between said permanent magnet and said/coil can be 
adjusted. 

40 (new) An implantable hearing aid comprising: 
a permanent magnet adapted for being mounted on a 

promontory in the area of /the middle ear; and 
a coil adapted for placing in/the middle ear. 

41 (new) The hearing devicer of claim 40, wherein said 
coil is adapted for placing in/an area of an ossicle chain. 

42. (new) The hearing c^vice of claim 40, wherein said 
coil is adapted for placinj^ at or behind a tympanic membrane, 



43. (new) The hearing device of claim 40, wherein an air 
p between said perma^fent magnet and said coil can be 

adjusted. 

44. (new) The Clearing device of claim 40, wherein said 
permanent magnet ys mounted in an adjustable fashion. 
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